
Immanuel’s Lighted Path 

CHRI S T M AS  E DI T I O N 2015  

First Sunday of Advent: Hanging of the Greens Service 
November 29, 11am Service 

Old Union Christmas Service 
December 6, 3pm 

Youth Group Wrap A Thon 
December 13 

Christmas Caroling 
December 13, 4:30pm, Townsend Park 

 
A Charlie Brown Christmas  

December 18+19, 7pm 

Family Christmas Eve Service 
December 24, 5pm 

Traditional Christmas Eve Service 
December 24, 11pm 

 



    Christmas is a wonderful time, full of joyful music, bright colors, and happy faces.  Christmas is also a 

time that many people think more about others than any other time of the year.  They buy gifts for others, 

donate toys for tots, give to the food pantries and even volunteer some of that time off they get to help oth-

ers.  This is a tremendous testimony to Jesus.  After all, Jesus did not come to earth so that we would cele-

brate his birthday, but he come to earth to show us the way to love and care for each other. 
 
    One of my favorite verses is Mark 10:45, which says, “For the Son of Man came not to be served but to 

serve, and to give his life a ransom for many."   This verse reveals that Jesus is all about serving and sav-

ing.  Serving other people, and saving us from destruction.  The true meaning of Christmas certainly in-

cludes helping those less fortunate, giving what we can and sharing the love of God, but if we fail to men-

tion the concept of salvation, we have missed Jesus’ own declaration. 
 
    Christmas is important because Jesus saves.  While we enjoy the family time, the friendly visits, the 

heartwarming specials, the joyful songs and lovely cards, none of it would be possible just because Jesus 

was born.  It only makes sense because of the salvation that Jesus brings, so let us be sure when we cele-

brate Christmas that we celebrate the whole meaning of Jesus and not just the nativity.  Let us not just cel-

ebrate the peace that the angels declared, but the forgiveness Jesus offers and the hope that Jesus brings.  

Let us take the opportunity to love like Jesus loved, to serve like Jesus served and to offer the salvation 

that Jesus provides.  That is the best Christmas gift anyone could get.   
 
    So when you have a house full of guests at Christmas Eve, or on a Sunday morning during the holidays, 

be sure to offer them the greatest gift and invite them to worship with us and truly celebrate the reason for 

Christmas. 
 
 
Serving the Lord with gladness, 
 
Pastor Hayden 

 



Nothing says Christmas like a Christmas Eve worship service and this year we have two tremen-

dous offerings.  At 5PM we will have a special interactive family friendly service to allow the 

children to experience the reality of Christmas, and still get to bed early enough to be rested for 

Christmas day.   No need to dress up, have the kids come in their pj's if you want. The service will 

include a hot chocolate bar to drink and fellowship or take with you as you leave.  Then at 

11:00PM we will offer a very different traditional Christmas Eve service with Carols, Candlelight, 

and Communion. 
 
With these different options we hope to better fit everyone’s family schedules as well as offer dif-

ferent ways to experience the Christmas celebration.  Choose which one works best for you and 

together we will celebrate the joy of Christmas!   

It is never too early to keep an eye 

out for sales on butter. Immanuel 

provides for the Christmas baskets 

that are provided to those in need in 

our MOT community. Once       

purchased, please bring to church 

on any Sunday and put in the      

refrigerator in Fellowship Hall. See 

Chris Benedict for inquiries. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas flowers in honor or memory of loved 

ones should be at the church by Saturday, December 

19th by noon. Dedications for inclusion in the 

Christmas bulletin should be sent to Sue Clark 

by Thursday, December 17th. This is a great way to 

remember and honor loved ones, while making our 

sanctuary beautiful for Christmas.  



 

Don’t miss this classic production.  The children have been working hard 

to offer the church and the community this tremendous gift on December 

18th, and 19th at 7:00PM.  We are excited to share the real meaning of 

Christmas as we have fun, laugh and dance together! The cast is all under 

12 and the director is only 16 so this is truly a youth and children’s pro-

duction.  Be sure to invite your friends and neighbors, and make a night of 

it. Tickets are free but due to limited space we request registration.  To sign up for tickets, call 378-8203 or 

email pastorhayden@verizon.net .  Prepare to be blessed, just in time for Christmas! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year we have a special service to start the Christian year and the season of Advent, the 

Hanging of the Greens.  This service will help us experience the joy of our Christmas sea-

son decorations as well as explain what they all symbolize.  It will feature a variety of car-

ols and participation by many of our congregation.  Come and enjoy this wonderful      

homage to our traditional colors of the season. 

mailto:pastorhayden@verizon.net


On December 13 at 4:30pm we will be joining the Town of Townsend for a Christmas Caroling 

Tree Lighting ceremony at the Townsend Park (just inside Townsend Village).  The Town has 

asked us to lead the singing once again, and we hope that everyone will come out and join us.  The 

Town will be providing hot chocolate and snacks. We hope to see you there! 



We will be collecting donation for the Delaware Hospital for the Chronically Ill in Smyrna. Below 

you will find a list of suggested items.  Donations are due by December 13. For more information 

contact Leslie Jones.  



 

 

 

 

Bring your unwrapped gifts to the church and let the youth prepare them for the tree!  We 

will begin at 10:00AM and hope to have all the gifts ready to go after the service on        

December 13th.  We offer this as a service to the church and ask that you supply a generous 

donation if you wish to help the youth with their upcoming events, including the  Youth 

Rally.  Thanks in advance for your kindness. 

Calendars For Sale 
Beautiful God’s Creation Calendars are available for only $7 

each.  They make tremendous gifts for the office, or nice 

stocking stuffers for adults.  They have gorgeous pictures and 

nothing beats a calendar on the wall when 

planning your week, month or year.  Just see 

any youth before or after a worship service. 

Star Wars Laserdome Lock-in 
December 27th, 7:30 PM -8:00AM the youth will be going to see the brand new Star Wars 

Movie, The Force Awakens, followed a night full of lasertag and video games.  The cost is 

$45 and chaperones are needed for this all night event.  If you are interested, please contact 

Pastor Hayden  



 

 

 

We have made the plans and are getting ready to go to the 2016 Youth Rally.  

About a dozen youth plus their chaperones are excited about this annual event that 

features tremendous bands, great speakers and wonderful worship.  Please be in 

prayer that each participant will grow closer to God as we let the Word inspire us, 

January 8-10. 

Best Buy, Macy’s, Old Navy, Think Geek, etc.  All 

of these stores and more are available to shop online.  

Yet did you know that you can bless the church while 

you buy your gifts or just everyday supplies!  

www.UMCmarket.org is a special website that al-

lows businesses to contribute a portion of the sale to 

a local church should be your first stop when you begin your online shopping experience.  It only takes a 

few minutes to set-up, but then, when you start at UMC Market, every sale to a participating vendor will 

contribute money back to Immanuel UMC (as long as you have selected us as your recipient.)  For more 

information or to answer any questions, please contact Sarah Culler or Pastor Hayden. 

While www.UMCmarket.org does a great job with many different 

stores, most people would say they shop at Amazon.  Well Amazon 

also has a way to contribute to Immanuel UMC, through its          

Amazonsmiles program.  Just login at www.smile.amazon.com and 

select ImmanuelTownsend as your charity and a portion of your sale 

will be directed back to us.  The best part is it doesn’t cost you anymore, yet the church gets a bit of the 

profit.  It sounds like a win-win, so if you are shopping there anyway, please don’t forget to send a smile 

our way. 

http://www.UMCmarket.org
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“Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously 

will also reap generously. Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not re-

luctantly or under compulsion, for god loves a cheerful giver.” 2 Cor. 10:6-7 

As December 31st quickly approaches, please consider these important reminders regarding giving to Immanuel:  

 Contributions to Immanuel United Methodist Church are tax deductible as allowed by law. 
 IRS rules recognize a contribution on the day of delivery. For contributions to be deductible for 2015, they must: 
 
 -By mail: be postmarked on or before December 31, 2015.  
 -Online: be completed by midnight , December 31, 2015. 
 -Hand delivery: Last Church Service on December 27, 2015 

Immanuel's attendance for the first half of 2015 was down so giving was af-

fected. For the 5th year we were granted a reduction in our apportionments by 

the conference which will help us as we recover from a deficit.  One of our 

goals for 2015 was to reduce our deficit by $8,000.00. We created a campaign 

with envelopes ranging from $1.00 to $216.00 asking the congregation to take 

an envelope and give that amount towards the campaign.  So far we have 

raised over $5,000.00 with the expectation that with the congregations help we will hit our goal by 

years end. 
 
The Pledge cards that were collected in early 2015 will be distributed back to you on November 

29th along with a YTD giving statement for comparison and the opportunity to catch up on your 

pledge. 
Be on the lookout for new pledge cards early in 2016. 
 
If you have any questions please feel free to ask Martha Masters. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
January 31, 2016 we will be having our first Men’s Chili Cook-off.  Get ready to show off your skills as 

you compete with other men in the church to earn a trophy and bragging rights.  We have strategically 

planned this event to not coincide with the Super Bowl and to give that week between the playoffs and the 

big game a sense of real competition.  As a bonus, the congregation and community get to sample the 

wares.  We are asking you to make at least a crock-pot full of chili to serve the guests, while impartial 

judges will rate your chili based on several criteria.  At the end of the evening trophies will be given for the 

best three chili's as rated by the judges.   

 

There is another side to this completion other than being able to make a great chili, as there will be awards 

for displays also.  Pick your theme and set up a display, then the judges will judge the displays and also 

give an award.  Also, the spectators can weigh in and choose the display they like best to receive the peo-

ple’s choice award (so bring a lot of friends and help your cause!) More information will be in the bulletins 

starting in mid December.  To register contact Pastor Hayden at pastorhayden@verizon.net  

 

On Feb 21, 2016, we will begin confirmation classes for anyone 12 or older who 

wishes to be confirmed at Immanuel United Methodist Church.  Classes will be on 

Sunday evening 5-6pm and continue until May 1st when we will prepare to join the 

church at Pentecost.  During that time we will also attend the Bishop’s Confirmation 

Rally at Barratt’s Chapel. If you wish to register, please contact Pastor Hayden at 

pastorhayden@verizon.net or call the church at 378-8203. 

 

After a tremendously successful Bible Study in the fall, Pastor Hayden is looking do 

another study during Lent.  The date is tentatively being set for Wednesdays begin-

ning February 17 and running through March 23, from 7-8PM.   Please contact Pastor 

Hayden if you are interested.   
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As usual the fall has been a busy time for the United Methodist 

Men. After taking the summer months off, we had several 

events that involved work and fellowship. 
  
We hosted two outdoor work parties . In early September, we 

trimmed the hedges and cleaned the landscaping in front of the 

church. In mid October, we spent most of a Saturday cutting 

dead tree branches, raking leaves, and weed whacking the rear 

of the church property. It's amazing what a difference a little 

hard work can make. A special thank you to all those willing to lend a hand. 
  
On November 21st, we had another successful UMM breakfast at Friendly's in Middletown. Sever-

al men were able to attend. We welcomed guest speaker Allen Street, who took time out of his busy 

schedule to talk about different UMM functions and plans.  
  
We continue to plan upcoming activities. First and foremost, will be the First Annual UMM Chili 

Cook-off. We are continuing to iron out the many specifics of this highly anticipated event. Details 

will be announced very soon.  
  
The United Methodist Men continue to meet the fourth Tuesday of each month. Our meetings are 

held in Fellowship Hall at 7 PM. We welcome all men to attend. We want you! 

 
 
We are hoping that the leak in the front hall of the church is fixed. 

Lane Roofing repaired some sections of the roof around the stee-

ple and cleaned the gutters. It was their opinion that this was the 

source of the ongoing leak. We are currently seeking solutions to 

problems with the parsonage heater. 

We will be serving the Southern States Christmas party 

on Wednesday, December 2, 2015. 
  
Our group will be going to the Kitty Knight House for our annual 

Christmas get together on Thursday, December 10, 2015. 
  
If you would like to join the 3M’s group, please see Kay Heinold. 

We support a missionary in Africa and also buy items for the Church and kitchen. 
  


